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Today’s Presentation

•Introduction to CCHIT
•Organization, Scope of Work, Timeline
•Certification Criteria
•Certification Program
•Summary
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Mission and Milestones
Mission: accelerate the 

adoption of robust, 
interoperable health IT

• Reduce the risks of investing in 
HIT

• Facilitate interoperability of HIT 
products

• Enhance availability of adoption 
incentives and regulatory relief

• Ensure that the privacy of personal 
health information is protected
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Milestones:
• Sept 2004: AHIMA, HIMSS, and the 

Alliance partner to launch CCHIT
• June 2005: AAFP, AAP, ACP and 

others add $325k funding support
• Sept 2005: CCHIT awarded 3-year, 

$7.5M HHS development contract
• May 2006: Ambulatory EHR Criteria 

released and approved by 
AHIC/HHS

• July 2006: First CCHIT Certifiedsm

Ambulatory EHRs announced
• Oct 2006:  HHS officially deems 

CCHIT to be a Recognized 
Certification Body
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CCHIT Role within
HHS Health IT Strategy

Standards
Harmonization

Contractor
CCHIT:

Compliance
Certification
Contractor

Privacy/Security
Solutions
Contractor

Office of the National Coordinator
Project Officers

American Health Information Community
Chaired by HHS Secretary Mike Leavitt

AHIC Workgroups

NHIN
Prototype

Contractors

Harmonized
Standards

Network
Architecture

Privacy
Policies

Governance and Consensus Process Engaging
Public and Private Sector Stakeholders

Certification
Criteria +

Inspection
Process

for EHRs
and Networks

Strategic Direction +
Breakthrough Use Cases

Accelerated 
adoption of robust, 

interoperable, 
privacy-enhancing 

health IT
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CCHIT Organization

(21)(Now under development –
transitioning from LLC to 501c)
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Scope of Work 
Under HHS Contract

• Phase I (Oct 05 – Sep 06)
– Develop, pilot test, and assess certification of EHR 

products for ambulatory care settings
• Phase II (Oct 06 – Sep 07)

– Develop, pilot test, and assess certification of EHR 
products for inpatient care settings

– Update ambulatory EHR certification
• Phase III (Oct 07 – Sep 08)

– Develop, pilot test, and assess certification of 
infrastructure or network components through which 
EHRs interoperate

– Update ambulatory and inpatient EHR certification
• Concurrent effort (April 06 – Sep 08)

– Transition to become a self-sustaining organization
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Process Timeline for
Development of Criteria

Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3
20062005 2007 2008

Develop, publish proposed criteria

Pilot test and publish report
Develop, publish proposed inspection process

Develop, publish proposed criteria

Develop, publish proposed ins. proc.

Ambulatory EHR 
Domain (Update 
for 2006-07)

Inpatient EHR 
Domain (New 
for 2006-07)

Network 
Domain 
(Starts in 
2007-08)

Pilot test & publish report
Final comments, 
begin certification

Final comments, begin certification

Update criteria, roadmap; publish

Pilot test as needed; publish report
Update inspection process; publish

Final comments, apply updated criteria 

Preliminary
data-gathering

We are hereWe are here
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Access the Documents at 
www.cchit.org

Move mouse here

Then click here
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View/Download Documents

Or download All Documents
(including Word / Excel source files)

in a single zip archive

View individual documents

• Criteria for 2006 certification: 
published May 2006

• New criteria under development for 
2007: next publication Nov 2006
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Sample Document: 
Functionality Criteria

Provisional Criteria
are in yellow

Note columns for current year
and “roadmap” for future years



© 2006 | Slide 14 | 11/07/2006

Sample Document:
Security-Reliability Criteria

If “Y” appears in Assignable
column, the function can be

assigned to an external component
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Sample Document:
Interoperability Criteria
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Sample Document: Test 
Scripts (Functionality scenario)
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Sample Document: Test 
Scripts (Security scenario)

Provisional Steps

are in yellow

Assignable Step

for C
rite

ria
 S23
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Concept of
Provisional Criteria

• Provisional Criteria are criteria that will be tested for 
informational or data gathering purposes only in 2006, but 
that will not be considered in the Applicant’s certification 
results. 

– Applicants will be asked to demonstrate or self attest to these items 
in 2006.

– CCHIT will evaluate these steps in 2006, but will not consider the 
outcome in the Applicant’s certification results. 

– CCHIT will gather data from the inspection process to verify that the 
criteria are appropriately tested and vetted before including them in 
the 2007 certification program.  
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Concept of
Assignable Criteria

• Applicants may “assign” certain required functionality to a 
third party component

– Example: security functions handled by the operating system, such 
as screen inactivity time-out

• For Assignable functions, applicants may indicate they are 
“assigning” that function

• Applicant must then provide documentation for self-
attestation of Assignable functions. 
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Certification Program
• Vendors review criteria and test process,
all published on www.cchit.org :

– Criteria for Functionality, Interoperability, Security
– Test Scripts
– Certification Handbook
– Certification Agreement
– Additional Guidance and Clarifications

• Vendors apply, complete documentation 
requirements, and receive an inspection date

• Multiple fail-safe mechanisms during inspection
• Appeals process is available
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Functionality Inspection:
Jury-Observed Demonstration

Vendor personnel 
follow Test Script to 
demonstrate system 
at the vendor facility

Juror A
(Practicing 
physician)

Juror B

Juror C

Web conferencing 
(gotomeeting.com) 

and concurrent 
audio conferencing

CCHIT Proctor
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Security Inspection:
Demonstration + Self-Attestation

Vendor personnel 
follow Test Script to 
demonstrate system 
at the vendor facility

Juror D 
(IT/Security 

Expert)

Web conferencing 
(gotomeeting.com) 

and concurrent 
audio conferencing

CCHIT 
Proctor

Juror D (IT/Security Expert)
also reviews self-attestation 

material offline, calls or 
emails vendor as needed for 

additional documentation
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Certification Schedule

22 Certifications 
AnnouncedMay 3-12, 20061st

2006
Ambulatory 

EHRs

Aug 2007May 1-14, 20071st
2007 

Ambulatory and 
Inpatient EHRs

May 2007Feb 1-14, 20074th

Feb 2007Nov 1-14, 2006
(Now Open)3rd

11 Certifications 
AnnouncedAug 1-14, 20062nd

AnnouncementApplication 
Window

Certification 
Quarter

Certification 
Year
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Summing Up

• A public/private initiative to accelerate the adoption of 
robust, interoperable health IT in the USA

• Broad array of stakeholders engage in a consensus-
based process to develop criteria

• Certification is fully operational for Ambulatory EHRs; 
additional domains to be added in 2007 and 2008

• CCHIT has been deemed a Recognized Certification 
Body by HHS

• CCHIT appreciates the dedication and commitment of 
its more than 100 volunteers and all other participants
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More information: www.cchit.org



Thank You!
Q & A

For more information:
www.cchit.org


